
 President's

 Message

 James D. Dingman, M.S., R.E.H.S.

 One Year Ago...

 Not homeland September since Pearl 1 1 come , 2001 Harbor , was under had a day America's we attack. had
 homeland come under attack.

 September 1 1 , 2001 , was a day we had

 never imagined. As I was working at my desk
 that day, I overheard someone saying that an air-

 plane had crashed into the World Trade Center
 in New York. Several minutes later, someone

 else said that a second plane had crashed into a
 WTC building. My initial reaction was that this
 could not be true - one plane maybe, but two
 planes? No way.

 As we dug out a radio and tuned into a local
 station, we heard the unbelievable - not only
 had those two planes crashed into the World
 Trade Center, but a third plane had crashed into

 the Pentagon, and a fourth had crashed into a
 field in Pennsylvania. As several of us gathered
 around the radio, I was filled with several emo-

 tions. From disbelief to sympathy for those who

 lost loved ones in this tragedy to anger toward
 the cowards responsible for these despicable
 acts. During the entire day, there was this eerie
 sense of insecurity in the air - almost like wait-

 ing for the other shoe to drop. I'm sure many of

 you had similar thoughts and reactions.
 As America and, for that matter, the world

 waited for a reaction from our government, one

 thing became clear: For the first time,
 Americans found themselves exposed to dan-
 gers we thought were confined to other coun-
 tries or the movies. As a result, we all look at

 things a little differently now, perhaps more cau-

 tiously - whether we mean to or not. For exam-

 ple, when I am waiting at the gate at an airport,

 I pay closer attention to the other people wait-
 ing for the flight. Could I spot a terrorist on my

 flight? Probably not. Am I overly cautious?
 Perhaps. I have noticed one thing, however -
 other individuals at the gate seem to be "check-
 ing out" their fellow passengers more frequent-

 ly than I remember prior to September 11!

 As you know, the vast majority of media
 attention has been focused on emergency-
 response individuals involved in the search, res-

 cue, and recovery of victims, and on their col-
 leagues who lost their lives in this effort. I
 believe that we owe these individuals, both liv-

 ing and deceased, a debt of gratitude for their
 sacrifices, and I do not want to minimize, in any

 way, their contributions.

 Another group of individuals also made great
 contributions in the aftermath of the attack.
 These individuals did not receive much media
 attention. Yet their actions and contributions

 are, in my opinion, just as important. These
 behind-the-scene players are us - the environ-
 mental and public-health professionals.

 Restaurant

 inspectors worked
 24 hours a day for

 more than two
 weeks to make sure

 that the nearly 200
 affected food service
 establishments were

 reopened for
 business.

 The average American is well aware of the
 important role the emergency-response profes-
 sionals played, but has little insight into the role

 that environmental and public health profes-
 sionals played.

 In the hours and days after the attack, many
 environmental concerns arose. With the large
 amounts of dust and ash released into the air,
 there was concern over asbestos concentrations

 and the potential risk. Air, dust, and water sam-

 ples were taken regularly to monitor contami-

 nant levels. Public information in the form of

 news releases and flyers was issued to help res-
 idents and businesses deal with removal of the

 dust and to provide information on eye irrita-
 tion and respiratory issues.

 Restaurant inspectors worked 24 hours a day
 for more than two weeks to make sure that the

 nearly 200 affected food service establishments
 were reopened for business as soon as possible.
 A hotline was established to the sanitation

 department so that accumulated garbage and
 spoiled foods could be removed before they cre-
 ated issues with rodents and other vermin.

 Communicable-disease prevention efforts
 were multifaceted. It was recommended that

 rescue workers wear face shields, heavy-duty
 rubber gloves, and protective clothing to avoid
 exposure to body fluids. Hospitals were also
 requested to initiate surveillance for chemical
 and biological agents as well as communicable
 diseases such as salmonellosis and hepatitis.

 Ongoing activities have been undertaken to
 provide information on long-tenn health effects

 from exposure to the dust, smoke, and stress
 from this nightmare. Public-health researchers
 at two Manhattan hospitals are conducting
 studies on pregnant women who were near
 Ground Zero to look at the possible effects of
 maternal anxiety as well as toxic substances in
 the air. The New York Academy of Medicine is
 building a registry of every person who worked
 at Ground Zero.

 It's pretty much a foregone conclusion that
 this attack is not the end. What we obviously
 don't know is when or in what form the next

 attack will take. Will it be chemical or biologi-
 cal? Will it be dispersed through the air or in
 the water? Perhaps it will be a disruption of the
 World Wide Web. Whatever form it takes, one

 thing is certain - environmental and public-
 health professionals will need to respond . . . and
 we will

 4 Volume 65 • Number 2

Copyright 2002, National Environmental Health Association (www.neha.org)


	Contents
	p. 4

	Issue Table of Contents
	Journal of Environmental Health, Vol. 65, No. 2 (September 2002) pp. 1-62
	Front Matter
	President's Message
	One Year Ago... [pp. 4-4]

	FEATURES
	An Exposure Assessment of PM₁₀ from a Major Highway Interchange: Are Children in Nearby Schools at Risk? [pp. 9-17]
	Releases of Hazardous Substances in Schools: Data from the Hazardous Substances Emergency Events Surveillance System, 1993-1998 [pp. 20-27]

	Guest Commentary
	Where We Are in Retail Food Safety, How We Got to Where We Are, and How Do We Get There? [pp. 29-36]

	Practical Stuff! [pp. 37, 39]
	Library Corner [pp. 38-39]
	Legal Briefs
	More Liability Cases [pp. 41-43]

	Tools for Environmental Health [pp. 44, 39]
	Technical Briefs
	The Health Effects of Asbestos [pp. 46-46]

	EH Update
	New Research Links Poor Air Quality to Increase in Asthma Cases [pp. 47-47]
	Urban Air Pollution Linked to Birth Defects [pp. 47-48]
	School-Related Food Poisonings Rising 10 Percent Annually [pp. 48-48]
	Environmental Health-'Net [pp. 48-49]

	Products & Services [pp. 50-50]
	NEHA News [pp. 51-51]
	Special NEHA Members [pp. 52-53]
	Special Listing [pp. 54-55]
	Calendar [pp. 57-57]
	Advertisers Index [pp. 60-60]
	Managing Editor's Desk
	From New Jersey to Oregon, Atlantic to Pacific, We Really Are Good Folk! [pp. 62, 53]

	Back Matter





